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BRITISH PEERESSES.

AONLES IN THIZIR OWN RIGHT,
e ———

A PEERESS ONCE SAT IN PARLIAMENT

The Eadics Falled to Exercise Privie

Glorions Chanee of Advancing "'Wo-

man's Rights Was Lost to Them,

(Corr spundence of the Dispatch)
LONDON, May 10-It wili Intereat
Amerienne to know that in all the British
¢mplre the
peeregsss In their right and not merely
marriage. A peeress has rights that
cimmon mortals cunnot elalm, but ghe s
deprivad of the which
can ba by a holding the
siime Litle, notably, that of a seat In the
Hovse of In Norman
peeresses In thelr own right were sum-
moned o King to
repregeut the proporty which they owned,
but the majority preferred to make use
the peer's prerogutive and name

by

of some rights

clidmed man
Lords.

the Counclis of the

lege Tn Olden Times, and So This

re are but ten women who are

|

established in favor of the greatuncle of
the present Baroness, who Is the only
#urviving child of the Hon, and Rev,
Robert . Wilgon, and sueseeded to the
titlo In 1871, on the death of her paternal
unecle, the sixth Baron, Sne is the widow
of 8ir Thomas Henry Tyrwhitt, Bart,
and her heir Is Sir Raymond Tyrwhitt
Wilson, the eldest of her nine sons, two
of whom are dead.

The family of Conyers was one of
Importance In Norman times, and the
banoy, which dates from 1309, s held to-
duy by the beautiful Marela, Countess of
Yarborough, the wife of the sixth Earl
Hho 1s the thirteenth Baroness Conyers
in her awn right,

The first Conyers came over with the
Conqueror, and his naome (s seen in the
Battle Abbey Roll. He was tnade Here-
ditary Constable of Durham Castle, His
descendanta became Lords of Soekburn,
where they held a manor for five hundred
vears under the unique tenure of present-
ing the falchion, with which the doughty
Bir John Conyers had slain a dragon, to
each mew Bishop us he came Into the
dlocese.

Next In order of creation eomes the
Cromartle peerage, which is held to-doy
by 8ibell Lillan Mackenzie, a young lady
of 20, who s Countess of Cromartle In
her own right. Ehe Is the danghter of

tmes | pPranets, Parl of Cromartie, who dled In

1833, As the young Countess {s at present
unmarried, her sister, Lady Constance,

is  her helr. They reside with their
mother at the famlly seat, Tarbat House,

| Rogsshire, and during the scason at Staf-

a)

proxy.  When u poeeress woas summoned
to Varllament, she sald, In homely phrase- !
“My dear, will you go?* and, of

( e busbend went, and it becams
0o wil custom for A peeresa to
. proxy: then gradually the
cuElom appulatie y praxy fell into
disus the | [ have now loat
representution In Parlliment alto-

gethor.

The i or, as |t

1 of peerage,

n b M woman A poer can

1 a privute audience of the sove-

t repregent his views on mat-

i 1Er 1T i to the public welfars, For

ford House, where, being members ol
the Sutherland family, they have a sulte
of apartments. The old Cromartle peeruge
bécame extinet, after the attalper of
the third Earl for his connection with the

rebelllon of 1745, but In 1881 the Queen
created his then helr, Anne, Duchess of
SButherland, Countess of Cromartie, Vis-

iniess Tarbat, and Baroness of Castle-
iaven and MocLeod, with descont to her
socond son, and if he died without lssus
to her eldest daughter. The present young
Countess has Inherited all of these honors,
and, congequently, has three pecroges In
her own right,

The Baroness Burdett-Coutts {2 the only
peercss who has recelved the distinetlon
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y fifth Eurl and thir-

ughter of

alé

ron Berkeley, She succeded to
upon the death of het uncle,
& eurldom, which had boen

ron, passed

itly by the last ki

to the nearest male hielr, & cousin, as
it eon)d not be Inherii {1 by the nearer
remale helr like the barony. The Baronesns
Berkeley {8 the wife of Major-General
Gustavus Milmen, and her helr is her
only daughter, the Hon. Eva Mary Fltz-
Kurdinge. She owns tho charming geat of

Martin's Herun, in the Berkshire, whl(-;\
stunds in extenslve grounds, wooded with
oak and beech Lrees,

The Baroness Berners fs the geyenth i'q
succession, and ean trace back her title
to the year 1466, when 8lr John Bourchier,
K. G., was created Haron l!om-;rn by
writ of summons from HHenry YL, in
other words, he was called 10 the King's
Great Councll, or House of Lords. The
writ, when followed by e sitting In the
House of Lords, established the ba-
rony, which ‘could descend through
both the male and female llnes. This
peerage fell into sbeyance in 1743, and

was not called out until 1832, when it was

Baroness Burdett-Coutts, ope of the ten peeresses of Great Britain, whose
charitable gifts won for her a title in ber own right,

gnition of . nnd,
a8 n mark of esteem, from the Soverelgn
The Baroness has reached the
ags of 84, having been born April 2

in reco

[ Thy

but although shia Is No 1o
place In soclety which she did
¢ years, her faeulties are bright
wr sympathies with the
sirong as ever. S
Intimate fritnds
s0, In  Btrat

nected with the
Lodge, High-

¢ Mttle summer
1 wins o slight
ith, and withe

| Leguty, wes attractive
certain quieg dignity and un-
swoethegz of manner and expross
gion, & as but a girl of 23 when she
suddenly found hersalf, by an unexpectsd
train of ciro tanc the richest wo-
man in Er war gulckly at
her feet, r's granddaughter
v race of successful

itree of the greatest

ies in London, not excluding Buck-
ingham Palace, where the yvoung Queen
had Just med the sceplre,

The Daroness wis the daughter of Sir

Francis Burdett, for thirty years Member
of Parlinment for Westminster, and a
politiclan who twice underwent imprison-
ment for defending the libertles of the
people against the tyranny of Parllument.
Her mother was the daughter of Thomos
Coutts, the great banker, who married In
hls old age the beautiful Miss Mellon, the

actress, and at his deagth left her his
enormous wealth, Bhe afterwards becamea
the wife of the Duke of 8t Alban At

her death she left the entire fortune be-
queathed to her by her first husband to
his granddaughter, Angela Georgina Hur-
dett, with the provise that she should
take the name of Coults.

It goon hecame apparent that Miss Bure
dett«Coutts leancd rather to philanthropy
than to goclety. £he is an ardent church
woman, and in 1350 built the Church of
St. Stephen, Westminster, with a par-
gonnge and gchools, endowing the whole
At about the same period she founded the
Colonial Bishoprics, at Capetown, Africa;
Adelalde, South Australia, and it
British Columbia, She further founded an
Ingtitution in South Australia for ths edu-
cation of the aborigines, Turning her at-
tenton to battering the condition of the
lves of the poor, she selected the District
of Bethnal Green, and there bullt a block
of model lodging-houses in Columbia
Square. EShe also undertook the admi-
ralty contract for supplying the shirts to
the British navy, In order to afford em-
ployment for the needlewomen of Bethnal
Green, Her next great enterprise was the
bullding and subsidizing of Columbia
Market, in order to supply the poor with
fish at a cheup rate The opposition of
the BllHngegate merchants finally ren-
dered this great undertal ¢ abortive. The
Baroness has benciited the poor and out-
cust of her own sex, she is the friend
of little children and of the anlmal crea-
tion; hes helped the starving pensants of
Ireland, provided means for the technical
training of giris In domestlc economy,
glven fungs for the topographical survey
of Jerusdlem, and asslsted emigration
scheames; while the amount of her private
charity it is impossible to estimate. She
hns always been a warm educatlonalist,
snd o liberal patroness of art. In recogni-
tion of her wide-spreading benevolonce,
the Queen created Miss DBurdett-Coutts

une

Amongat other honors, she has racelved
the freedom of the cities of London and
Edinburgh, and the freedom and livery
of the Haberdashers' and the Turners’
compnnies, In 1851 she married Mr, Ash-

mead-Bartlett, who assumed the surname

] ¥

|

& peercss in 1871, by the title of Baroness, |

outts, and has been a s}'m.'l

..:‘ 1’_ 1t
pathetle promoter of the philanthrople
enterpe ¢ of the Daroness.

Two wonien have heen o reated peeresses
In 1 nition of the publle services Ten.
dered by thelr husbands, Upon t death
of Mr. W, I Smith, ¥ mude a ]."r','c'
fortur s book and news-stands |

who was

d statlons, @y

» of Con

Lard B i t

his wi® i [

Lawe Es wia ereated Vis-

count add In the same Yyear,
th cdonald,

eated Ba-
Lady
[l Pl

n

y

Bernard, of the Jamalca Priv

Council
nmong sges, Baroness
8] wi » death of her
u thie . in 1865, her
cing fully established a year later
House of Lords, She Is the \'-'|f-‘!_
Laren Emith, who has assumed |
of Smith-( /, and has h»_-:"

:, Kensington,

v at The B

write homae 1= Brownswood,
County Wexford, which sh

from her father In Lons-

i Pounden. When the Baroncss ay
ni I the property It was a ry

small place, but she was so attached to its
exqulait view over Mount Lelnster
and the Slaney Valley that she convertad
it into a commodious house, She loves
hory and ‘ ‘
9 Baroness lead
tired life, for her
llke of conventioni er
avold the busy nd of soclety; it Iy only
those who are admitted to her intimate
friend«hip who can appreciate her Ie-:l]'.)'l
fine nature. Her charities are
ongidernble, but she does not figure In

publie philanthropy.

There are only two Scoteh peerages held |
by women at the present time, and
gecond g the Barony of Kinloas, crea
Mary Morgan Gren- |

ted

In 1602, and held by

ville, dnughter of the third Dukes of Buck-*
Ingham and Chandos. Upon hils death

In 1880, she succeeded to the only ona of
his tities which eould descend to a wo-
man, that of Baroness of Kinloss. The
dukedom became extinct, The barony

ly held by the Earlas of Llgin
czhury, but In 1547 it descended
through the daughter of tha fourth Earl
of Elgin to the, Duke of Buckingham und
Chandos, and by that line to its present
awner, The Baroness Kinloss was tha
wife of the late Louis Ferdinand Morgan,
who assumed with her the name of Gran-
vile. She has estates at Moreton Lodga,
Buckinghum, and atl Doddershall, Ayles-
bury, The Baroness Kinlosgs is a Lady of
the Crown of India,
L
Don't think you ean cure that slight at-
tack of dyspepsia by dieting, or that it
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an: restores the digestive organs to
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KITTY MIMS,

A Story of Experience, a Nevada
Mining Town,
(New York Ledger.)
Kitty Mims s not a common
nor can it be truthfully affirmed
it 1s at all suggestive of romance., Yet
Kitty Mims was
woman, but this was due as much to her
unusual surroundings as to her undoubted

e

name,
thut

nal charms.

mon Mims, Kitty's father,
inndlord of the Aurora Hotel,
tavern in the mining town of Experier
Nev,, that agreed to fu sh accomino-
datlons for man and beast and kept ils
pledge to tha letter.

Bilmon Mims was known far and ncar
as “tho doctor,” and he felt not a littla
proud of the title. I aln't never grad-
dyated, as yé mout say," he would ex-
plain to strangers who came for a pre-
gcription, “but thar's two pains I set on
relfbving every t!me, and they're the
pains that most troubles folks in thess
diggings—they're hunger and thirst. Are
Jou troubled that way, friend?"

The population of Experience was most-
ly translent and largely composad of
rough miners, many of them foreigners,
who seemed to have acqulired the English
language In a very profine atmosphere,

The geutler sex was not well repre-
sented. Four sels of cotlllona exhausted
the supply.

But had the ladies been
by the usual proportion, und had Expe-
riencea been many times more populous,
wtill Kitty Mims must have been the
belle,

Her education was Jimited to a not
very famlliar acquaintance with the
three Rs. But the miners, one and all,
were ready to wager thalr "bottom dol-
lar” that as a singer “idity Mims could
give tha odds to Nellson, Pattl, and tha
hull caboodle of 'em, and then cowe out
many lengths ahead.”

Judged by the affect of her efforts, no
prima donna that ever trod the boards
could surpass her when she sang ““The
lona starry hours give me love,” which
was  always followed by a storm ef
“angkores."

Dut she came out strongest In *'Way
Down Upon da Bwanee Ribber” and
“Home, Sweet Honme," songs that Inva-
riably produced a great deal of coughing
on the part of her Lrarded auditors, gud
tha use of handkerchlefs—just as if l’ey
were troubled with sudden colds or dust
In thair eyss.

Of course, Kitty Mims had suitors, and
of course she was the causs of much
heart-burning ameng her many admirers,
for it must be confessed she was not Ig-
norant of her charme, and she uwed ler
charms with u fascipating tyrunny
against which the styongest did nut dare
to revolt

Rufus Ford, tha superintendent of tha
mine, was a conddent, fne-lovking fellow,
and he boarded st the Aurora Hotel. Up
to ths time of his meeting Kitty he was
in profound ignorance of peetry as an
art, But his soul was touched so that ha
altempted to composs p song, in which
he designed having “‘dariing Kitty Mims"
at the end of every stanza. He falled
miserably In the effort, as a mcre prac-
ticed rhymer might have dons.

“If the pame had only baen Pord" he
gald, “I'd had no trouble with It. There's
smdored® and ‘floored’ wnd ‘gored’ and—
and— 2

“And ‘swored, " sald Tom Reed, com-

was the
the only

tng to the foreman's ald.
My, Ford refused any asslstonce hfum

a remarkable young |

represented |

| eonnection that savored of profanity, and

| 1t muy be added be bad no admiration Tor
the young man who voluntesred his haip.

l Tom FRaed was a tail, weli-bullt man of
six-and-twenty, “beahful ss & gal” his

|t.-|n[a.\nl-m pald. He was the only man
tn Experience that nelther drank nor
gambled,

| It was Rutus Ford's privilege to sit

! at the table on which Kit:y Mins watted

the dunces, and the yery first time a DUgEY
drove down the one street of Experleice
Kitty sat in it beside the young supei-
fntendent,

The older men joked with Himon Mims,
and, though the laudlord was nen-come

@

nittal, he gave the lmpression that h
would not vbject Lo Hufua Ford Lor a
son-in-law,

The younger men gradually dropped off
oue al & time, reluctantly leaving the
field to Rufus Ford; the oonly exception
was Tom Ieed,

It might be sald, however, that Tom
Hewd was really never in the feld. He
did not board st the Aurora Hetel, Kitty
Lad pever “sweetened his coffea by look-
| fng mto i¢"—a plan that was thought to
guve her father much sugar. Je bad
never danced with her, though once when
he did muster up courage o aglk her
hand for the next get she was engagad.
hours ut the hotel, watching for Kitty
Allms and pretending uut to see her
when sbho camo in sight.

On her nineteenth birthday Tom sent
her a bLouguet of wild flowers he had
gathered in the hills that morsiug-in
honor of the occasion the whole camp
toock a holiday—und in the centre of the
blogsoms he had hid a gulden heart which

pugget be had long kept by him.

t was rumeied that Rutus Ford had
gent Lo 'Frisco for a “diume-apt riog,
and that Kitty would wear it &t the dilce
thut evening.

As often before, the dining-room of
the Aurcra Motel did gervice this night
as a ball-soum, aad from the crowded
duorway Tom Reed looked ut the
dancers, snd be ceught the tash of &
Jewel on Kitty's hal:ii

After the dunclng had progressed somae
time the men about the walls began
shoutlng:

“A song! A song from tha sage-brush
pightingale!” Having no cold to urge us
an excuse, and being A48 willing to
oblige them as they were anxious to have
her, Kitiy Mims mountsd & chalr ainid
great applause and sang the [favorite
songs.

During the evening Kitty managed to
get near to whera Tom Reed wus staide
ing, and she whispered;

“Thank you, Tom."

His eyes did not deceive him. Some of
his flowers weré in her dark halr, and
tha golden heart hung from & chain that
encircied her smooth, white throat.

Tom Reed dld not wait longer, but went
to nis cabin up the mountain gide and
lay down, but it was pot to sleep, Ho
could not define his feslings, could give,
it questioned, no adeguste cause for the
tumultuous joy at his heart. He was too
happy for reasco, too much excited for
rest.

It was near daylight when he foll into
a doze, but in his dreams ho stil]l saw the
blossoms in her hair and the heart of
gold upon her breast,

She was caliing his name—louder—
louder, She was beating on the door.

“T'om Reed! Tom Reed! For God's sake
come out! The mine ls on fire!” .

Hae sprang up and threw open the door.
'.I'l::ll. stood Kitty, white-faced and ex-
elte

“See, Tom! seo! Thers are elght men la
the shaft and elght of them married”—
Tom Reed did not wall to hear more.

o wus always ICitty's firat partner at |
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He saw the plllar of smoke shooting up
from the mouth of the mine, about whicl
the people crowded, tha Lravest nog Aar-
| Ing to duscend the fatal openlng
Even Rufus ¥ord had lost his head and
escmed puralysed.

“What are you about, I'om Reed! Don's
g0 down, man! Den't!" shouted the
people,

“Stand by! the fire has not touchsd the
shaft, Pull up—usual signal!™

That was all Tom Reed seld, The nexg
Ingiant he was lost to sight. He bad
gona down the chaln, “hand over hand."™

After long minutes, a signal cmune up
from the smoking depths, The stationgry
engine was started, and the bucket rose,
holding four blackened, balf-sulfocated
man,

Again the signal was glven and agaln
the bucket rose, with four other men,
and ona of them gasped out: “Fog
heaven's sake, lower away! quick! Tom
Reesd I8 roasting!"

The bugket flow down the shaft from
which lurld beat gusts pow came with
the smoke. :

Au awful lapse of agoulzing seconds,
then came a faint signal to “Haul upl®

The bucket flew to the surface ene
veloped In flame,

A ery of horror hurst from the throats
of strong men, and Kitty Mims full, falnts
Ing, beside the blnckened, blistersd form
that was snatched from the mouth of the
pit.

“Any other man but brave Tom Resd
would have dled.,” was the general come
ment weeks  afterward, when it  was
found that Tom would Hve-liyve, but
never agaln to look up at tie sky and the
hilla that hae loved.

Ls had himeelf rudely fashioned from alj

“Why--why did you go down? asked
Kitty, as she sat besids his bed, wone
derlng why he was fecling her fingers—
i they had no jawellsd ring now.

“l thought of the wives of the married
men, Kitty, I was single, What mate
! tered 1t so that 1 saved them."
{ **Hush! Tom!”’

He feit & tear on his hand and he knew
her lips were near his sightless face.
| *You will want a wife now, Tom. La
| my eyes do for both. Father Is willing.™

It Is the privilege of queens to propose
| eut then Kitty was s queen, and she ia
none the lese one now that she Ia Mra,
ﬂ;,-ed! and the landlady of the Aurcera
Hotel,

It Tom Reed evar bomoaned his ealame
! ity no one knew it—not even the wiley
| from whom he could havs no secrets,
——— e —— - ——
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